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A. Philip Randolph and the African American Labor Movement

Asa Philip Randolph learned at a young age the feeling of triumph and the danger that comes with standing
up against injustice. His parents always encouraged him and his brother to resist the racism they encountered
growing up in Jacksonville, Florida, in the early 1900s. When Randolph moved north to pursue an acting
career, he rejoiced in the welcoming environment the Harlem Renaissance had created in New York City.
There he took college classes, joined organizations, and met people who shared his conviction that
discrimination was wrong. Randolph eventually abandoned a career on the stage for a life spent fighting
racism. He led the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the first all-black union, in a long but finally
victorious fight against the discriminatory practices of the Pullman Car Company. He became a tireless voice
for labor and was the driving force for integrating unions across the country. Affectionately called \"The
Chief\" for his stalwart leadership, Randolph negotiated with presidents and won many victories, including
the desegregation of the armed forces.

A. Philip Randolph and the Labor Movement

A biography of the civil rights activist who organized the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, which acted
as a labor union for Pullman car porters, and crusaded for equal rights for blacks in the armed forces, military
industries, and in labor unions.

Reframing Randolph

At one time, Asa Philip Randolph (1889-1979) was a household name. As president of the all-black
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters (BSCP), he was an embodiment of America’s multifaceted radical
tradition, a leading spokesman for Black America, and a potent symbol of trade unionism and civil rights
agitation for nearly half a century. But with the dissolution of the BSCP in the 1970s, the assaults waged
against organized labor in the 1980s, and the overall silencing of labor history in U.S. popular discourse, he
has been largely forgotten among large segments of the general public before whom he once loomed so large.
Historians, however, have not only continued to focus on Randolph himself, but his role (either direct, or via
his legacy) in a wide range of social, political, cultural, and even religious milieu and movements. The
authors of Reframing Randolph have taken Randolph’s dusty portrait down from the wall to reexamine and
reframe it, allowing scholars to regard him in new, and often competing, lights. This collection of essays
gathers, for the very first time, many genres of perspectives on Randolph. Featuring both established and
emergent intellectual voices, this project seeks to avoid both hagiography and blanket condemnation alike.



The contributors represent the diverse ways that historians have approached the importance of his long and
complex career in the main political, social, and cultural currents of twentieth-century African American
specifically, and twentieth-century U.S. history overall. The central goal of Reframing Randolph is to achieve
a combination of synthetic and critical reappraisal.

A. Philip Randolph and the Struggle for Civil Rights

A. Philip Randolph's career as a trade unionist and civil rights activist shaped the course of black protest in
the mid-20th century. This book shows that Randolph's push for African American equality took place within
a broader progressive program of industrial reform.

A. Philip Randolph

'Anderson...details with rare journalistic insight Randolph's meteoric rise from a young radical and street
orator in Harlem to the most sought-after black in the labor movement...' -Malcolm Poindexter, The
Philadelphia Bulletin

A Working People

In A Working People, historian Steven A. Reich examines the economic, political and cultural forces that
have built and broken America’s black workforce for centuries. From the abolition of slavery through the
Civil Rights Movement and Great Recession, African Americans have been singularly disadvantaged
members of the workforce, repeatedly denied access to the opportunities all Americans are to be afforded
under the Constitution.

Mr. Black Labor; the Story of A. Philip Randolph

Monograph comprising a biographical account of the life of a. Philip randolph and his leadership of the civil
rights social movement against racial discrimination and of the Black labour movement in the USA - covers
his early life, his fight against racial segregation, etc. Bibliography pp. 165 to 167 and illustrations.
Biography randolph a.p.

The Constitution

The Constitution: Major Cases and Conflicts provides students with a road map through the evolution of the
Supreme Court, giving clarity to complex issues. This book has chosen pivotal cases based on the importance
of the decisions in law, history, and American society. The Constitution has full decisions, not mere excerpts,
allowing students to read for themselves and fully understand the logic of the Supreme Court majority and
dissenters. These cases involve criminal justice, civil liberties, State's rights, gender, and racial justice as
these issues correspond with the balance of powers between the three branches of government. The cases are
placed in a historical context with thoughtful questions for discussion. Readers will follow the Supreme
Court as it grapples with slavery in early colonial America to 21st century concerns regarding same-sex
marriage and technology.

A. Philip Randolph

Before the emergence of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., there were several key leaders who fought for
civil rights in the United States. Among them was A. Philip Randolph, who perhaps best embodied the hopes,
ideals, and aspirations of black Americans. Born in the South at the start of the Jim Crow era, Randolph was
by his thirtieth birthday a prime mover in the movement to expand civil, social, and economic rights in
America. A Socialist and a radical, Randolph devoted his life to energizing the black masses into collective
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action. He successfully organized the all-black Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and led the March on
Washington Movement during the Second World War. In this engaging new book, historian Andrew E.
Kersten explores Randolph's significant influences and accomplishments as both a labor and civil rights
leader. Kersten pays particular attention to Randolph's political philosophy, his involvement in the labor and
civil rights movements, and his dedication to improving the lives of American workers.

For Jobs and Freedom

This volume documents Randolph's life and work through his own writings. The editors have combed
through the files of libraries, manuscript collections, and newspapers, selecting more than seventy published
and unpublished pieces that shed light on Randolph's most significant activities.

Encyclopedia of African American History, 1896 to the Present: O-T

Alphabetically-arranged entries from O to T that explores significant events, major persons, organizations,
and political and social movements in African-American history from 1896 to the twenty-first-century.

Workers on Arrival

\"An eloquent and essential correction to contemporary discussions of the American working class.\"—The
Nation From the ongoing issues of poverty, health, housing, and employment to the recent upsurge of lethal
police-community relations, the black working class stands at the center of perceptions of social and racial
conflict today. Journalists and public policy analysts often discuss the black poor as “consumers” rather than
“producers,” as “takers” rather than “givers,” and as “liabilities” instead of “assets.” In his engrossing
history, Workers on Arrival, Joe William Trotter, Jr., refutes these perceptions by charting the black working
class’s vast contributions to the making of America. Covering the last four hundred years since Africans were
first brought to Virginia in 1619, Trotter traces the complicated journey of black workers from the
transatlantic slave trade to the demise of the industrial order in the twenty-first century. At the center of this
compelling, fast-paced narrative are the actual experiences of these African American men and women. A
dynamic and vital history of remarkable contributions despite repeated setbacks, Workers on Arrival expands
our understanding of America’s economic and industrial growth, its cities, ideas, and institutions, and the real
challenges confronting black urban communities today.

A. Philip Randolph

Before the emergence of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., there were several key leaders who fought for
civil rights in the United States. Among them was A. Philip Randolph, who perhaps best embodied the hopes,
ideals, and aspirations of black Americans. In this concise and engaging new book, historian Andrew E.
Kersten explores Randolph's influences and accomplishments as both a labor and civil rights leader.

Organizing Black America: An Encyclopedia of African American Associations

With information on over 500 organizations, their founders and membership, this unique encyclopedia is an
invaluable resource on the history of African-American activism. Entries on both historical and contemporary
organizations include: * African Aid Society * African-Americans for Humanism * Black Academy of Arts
and Letters * Black Women's Liberation Committee * Minority Women in Science * National Association of
Black Geologists and Geophysicists * National Dental Association * National Medical Association * Negro
Railway Labor Executives Committee * Pennsylvania Freedmen's Relief Association * Women's Missionary
Society, African Methodist Episcopal Church * and many more.
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Rethinking U.S. Labor History

Editor Jaynes (African American studies and economics, Yale U.) provides a thoughtful introduction to this
two-volume work, which he explains is intended to be clearly written and accessible for high school students
yet substantial enough to engage more sophisticated readers. He explains his choice of the term society for
the title, which expresses

Encyclopedia of African American Society

Between World War I and World War II, African Americans' quest for civil rights took on a more aggressive
character as a new group of black activists challenged the politics of civility traditionally embraced by old-
guard leaders in favor of a more forceful protest strategy. Beth Tompkins Bates traces the rise of this new
protest politics--which was grounded in making demands and backing them up with collective action--by
focusing on the struggle of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters (BSCP) to form a union in Chicago,
headquarters of the Pullman Company. Bates shows how the BSCP overcame initial opposition from most of
Chicago's black leaders by linking its union message with the broader social movement for racial equality. As
members of BSCP protest networks mobilized the black community around the quest for manhood rights and
economic freedom, they broke down resistance to organized labor even as they expanded the boundaries of
citizenship to include equal economic opportunity. By the mid-1930s, BSCP protest networks gained
platforms at the national level, fusing Brotherhood activities first with those of the National Negro Congress
and later with the March on Washington Movement. Lessons learned during this era guided the next
generation of activists, who carried the black freedom struggle forward after World War II.

Pullman Porters and the Rise of Protest Politics in Black America, 1925-1945

Over the last fifty years in the United States, unions have been in deep decline, while income and wealth
inequality have grown. In this timely work, editors Richard Bales and Charlotte Garden - with a roster of
thirty-five leading labor scholars - analyze these trends and show how they are linked. Designed to appeal to
those being introduced to the field as well as experts seeking new insights, this book demonstrates how
federal labor law is failing today's workers and disempowering unions; how union jobs pay better than
nonunion jobs and help to increase the wages of even nonunion workers; and how, when union jobs vanish,
the wage premium also vanishes. At the same time, the book offers a range of solutions, from the radical,
such as a complete overhaul of federal labor law, to the incremental, including reforms that could be
undertaken by federal agencies on their own.

The Cambridge Handbook of U.S. Labor Law for the Twenty-First Century

For centuries, African Americans have made important contributions to American culture. From Crispus
Attucks, whose death marked the start of the Revolutionary War, to Oprah Winfrey, perhaps the most
recognizable and influential TV personality today, black men and women have played an integral part in
American history. This greatly expanded and updated edition of our best-selling volume, The Biographical
Dictionary of Black Americans, Revised Edition profiles more than 250 of America's important, influential,
and fascinating black figures, past and present—in all fields, including the arts, entertainment, politics,
science, sports, the military, literature, education, the media, religion, and many more.

Biographical Dictionary of African Americans, Revised Edition

Assembles biographical stories of famous leaders and unknown activists, covering the 18th century up to
1970. Relates to enslaved artisans, interracial unionism, immigration, Jewish radicalism and gender, the New
Black Politics, reverse migration in World War II, the United Farm Workers Union, etc.
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The Human Tradition in American Labor History

The Mkers of America Biography series, designed for young adults and general readers alike, offers a fresh
approach to important figures in the American past.

A. Philip Randolph

This second edition of Gloria Browne-Marshall’s seminal work , tracing the history of racial discrimination
in American law from colonial times to the present, is now available with major revisions. Throughout, she
advocates for freedom and equality at the center, moving from their struggle for physical freedom in the
slavery era to more recent battles for equal rights and economic equality. From the colonial period to the
present, this book examines education, property ownership, voting rights, criminal justice, and the military as
well as internationalism and civil liberties by analyzing the key court cases that established America’s racial
system and demonstrating the impact of these court cases on American society. This edition also includes
more on Asians, Native Americans, and Latinos. Race, Law, and American Society is highly accessible and
thorough in its depiction of the role race has played, with the sanction of the U.S. Supreme Court, in shaping
virtually every major American social institution.

Race, Law, and American Society

Compiles information and interpretations on the past 500 years of African American history, containing
essays on historical research aids, bibliographies, resources for womens' issues, and an accompanying CD-
ROM providing bibliographical entries.

The Harvard Guide to African-American History

\"Foreword / Arlene Holt Baker -- A reintroduction to Asa Philip Randolph / Andrew E. Kersten and
Clarence Lang -- Researching Randolph: Shifting historiographic perspectives / Joe William Trotter, Jr. -- A.
Philip Randolph: emerging socialist radical / Eric Arnesen -- Keeping his faith: A. Philip Randolph's
working-class religion / Cynthia Taylor -- Brotherhood men and singing Slackers: A. Philip Randolph's
rhetoric of music and manhood / Robert Hawkins -- The spirit and strategy of the United Front: Randolph
and the National Negro Congress, 1936-1940 / Erik S. Gellman -- Organizing gender: A. Philip Randolph
and women activists / Melinda Chateauvert -- Beyond A. Philip Randolph: Grassroots protest and the March
on Washington Movement / David Lucander -- The \"Void at the Center of the Story\": The Negro American
Labor Council and the long civil rights movement / William P. Jones -- No exit: A. Philip Randolph and the
Ocean Hill-Brownsville Crisis / Jerald Podair.

Reframing Randolph

Widely praised upon publication and now considered a classic study, Southern Labor and Black Civil Rights
chronicles the southern industrial union movement from the Great Depression to the Cold War, a history that
created the context for the sanitation workers' strike that brought Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to Memphis in
April 1968. Michael K. Honey documents the dramatic labor battles and sometimes heroic activities of
workers and organizers that helped to set the stage for segregation's demise. Winner of the Charles S. Sydnor
Award, given by the Southern Historical Association, 1994. Winner of the James A. Rawley Prize given by
the Organization of American Historians, 1994. Winner of the Herbert G. Gutman Award for an outstanding
book in American social history.

Southern Labor and Black Civil Rights

Publisher description
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Encyclopedia of War and American Society

The first-ever narrative history of African Americans told through their own letters Letters from Black
America fills a literary and historical void by presenting the spectrum of African American experience in the
most intimate way possible—through the heartfelt correspondence of those who lived through monumental
changes and pivotal events, from the American Revolution to the war in Iraq, from slavery to the election of
Obama.

Reframing Randolph

Provides alphabetically arranged entries on people and events important to the civil rights struggle, including
organizations, books, concepts, court cases, and concepts.

Letters from Black America

\"Beautifully written. Lucy G. Barber has taken different stories and woven them together so that each builds
into a larger narrative about the history of political protest. By looking across a series of marches, Barber
explores issues that escape more focused studies, such as the development of marching on Washington as a
political strategy, and the changing conception of Washington as a public space. The scope of the research
and the author's craft in telling these stories sheds new light on important moments in American
history.\"—Mary L. Dudziak, author of Cold War Civil Rights

The Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American Civil Rights

“A history cum memoir by Lena Horne’s daughter tells the story of her forebears . . . eloquently conveys . . .
how politics and prejudice can shape a family.” —The New Yorker In The Black Calhouns, Gail Lumet
Buckley—daughter of actress Lena Horne—delves deep into her family history, detailing the experiences of
an extraordinary African American family from Civil War to Civil Rights. Beginning with her great-great
grandfather Moses Calhoun, a house slave who used the rare advantage of his education to become a
successful businessman in post-war Atlanta, Buckley follows her family’s two branches: one that stayed in
the South, and the other that settled in Brooklyn. Through the lens of her relatives’ momentous lives,
Buckley examines major events throughout American history. From Atlanta during Reconstruction and the
rise of Jim Crow, to New York City during the Harlem Renaissance, and then from World War II to the Civil
Rights Movement, this ambitious, brilliant family witnessed and participated in the most crucial events of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Combining personal and national history, The Black Calhouns is a unique
and vibrant portrait of six generations during dynamic times of struggle and triumph. “The challenge of
reviewing extraordinary books is that they leave one grasping for words . . . The book’s ultimate magic
derives from the way the history of black America can be viewed through their story.” —The Boston Globe

Marching on Washington

Features annotations for more than 6,200 works in the main volume (2007), and more than 2,400 new titles in
three annual supplements published 2008 through 2010. New coverage of biographies, art, sports, Islam, the
Middle East, cultural diversity, and other contemporary topics keeps your library's collection as current as
today's headlines.

The Black Calhouns

Scholarship has portrayed A. Philip Randolph, an African American trade unionist as an atheist and anti-
religious. Taylor places him within the context of American religious history and uncovers his complex
relationship to African American religion.
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Senior High Core Collection

The revised and expanded edition of Working Stiffs, Union Maids, Reds, and Riffraff offers 350 titles
compared to the original edition's 150. The new book is global in scope, with examples of labor films from
around the world. Viewers can turn to this comprehensive, annotated guide for films about unions or labor
organizations; labor history; working-class life where an economic factor is significant; political movements
if they are tied closely to organized labor; production or the struggle between labor and capital from a \"top-
down\"—either entrepreneurial or managerial—perspective. Each entry includes a critical commentary,
production data, cast list, MPAA rating (if any), suggested related films, annotated references to books and
websites for further reading, and information about availability of films for rental and/or purchase. This
edition addresses both historical and contemporary films and features many more documentaries and hard-to-
find information about agitprop and union-financed films.Working Stiffs, Union Maids, Reds, and Riffraff:
An Expanded Guide to Films about Labor features fifty-eight production stills and frame enlargements. It
also includes a greatly expanded Thematic Index of Films. Two new sections will help the reader discover
labor films in chronological order or by nationality or affiliation with certain cinematic movements. To read
Tom Zaniello's blog on the cinema of labor and globalization, featuring even more reviews, visit
http://tzaniello.wordpress.com.Praise for the earlier edition—\"Zaniello has created a useful and far-reaching
guide with abundant information.... These are the sorts of films that prove what James Agee wrote in these
pages nearly fifty years ago: 'The only movies whose temper could possibly be described as heroic, or tragic,
or both, have been made by leftists.'\"—The Nation\"Zaniello has done a monumental job identifying the
films that should be included in this genre.... Working Stiffs, Union Maids, Reds, and Riffraff is sorely
needed and long overdue.\"—Cineaste\"An engaging and opinionated book.... Even though mining, trucking,
Jimmy Hoffa, and class warfare are the book's major themes, what holds the project together is Zaniello's
sense of fun and wit. [Zaniello is] a better writer than most major film critics.\"—Village Voice Literary
Supplement

A. Philip Randolph

Whether abolitionists or slave revolt leaders

Working Stiffs, Union Maids, Reds, and Riffraff

In Black Americans and Organized Labor, Paul D. Moreno offers a bold reinterpretation of the role of race
and racial discrimination in the American labor movement. Moreno applies insights of the law-and-
economics movement to formulate a powerfully compelling labor-race theorem of elegant simplicity: White
unionists found that race was a convenient basis on which to do what unions do -- control the labor supply.
Not racism pure and simple but \"the economics of discrimination\" explains historic black absence and
under-representation in unions. Moreno's sweeping reexamination stretches from the antebellum period to the
present, integrating principal figures such as Frederick Douglass and Samuel Gompers, Isaac Myers and
Booker T. Washington, and W. E. B. Du Bois and A. Philip Randolph. He traces changing attitudes and
practices during the simultaneous black migration to the North and consolidation of organized labor's power,
through the confusing and conflicted post-World War II period, during the course of the civil rights
movement, and into the era of affirmative action. Maneuvering across a wide span of time and a broad array
of issues, Moreno brings remarkable clarity to the question of the importance of race in unions. He
impressively weaves together labor, policy, and African American history into a cogent, persuasive
revisionist study that cannot be ignored.

African-American Social Leaders and Activists

Contains primary source material.
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Black Americans and Organized Labor

First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History

Compelling and informative, the 14 diverse biographies of this book give a heightened understanding of the
evolution of what it meant to be black and American through more than three centuries of U.S. history.

The Origins of the African-American Civil Rights Movement

In Blood Relations, Irma Watkins-Owens focuses on the complex interaction of African Americans and
African Caribbeans in Harlem during the first decades of the 20th century. Between 1900 and 1930, 40,000
Caribbean immigrants settled in New York City and joined with African Americans to create the unique
ethnic community of Harlem. Watkins-Owens confronts issues of Caribbean immigrant and black American
relations, placing their interaction in the context of community formation. She draws the reader into a
cultural milieu that included the radical tradition of stepladder speaking; Marcus Garvey's contentious
leadership; the underground numbers operations of Caribbean immigrant entrepreneurs; and the literary
renaissance and emergence of black journalists. Through interviews, census data, and biography, Watkins-
Owens shows how immigrants and southern African American migrants settled together in railroad flats and
brownstones, worked primarily at service occupations, often lodged with relatives or home people, and strove
to \"make it\" in New York.

Portraits of African American Life Since 1865
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